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Old name, new ideas 
by Robert A. Thomas, Ph.D. 

EHW{RODecisions is pleased to return with a new 
sponsoring organization, in a different format, with a 
wider audience, but a familiar theme. 

EHW{RODecisions began as a project of the Louisiana 
Nature Center in New Orleans. When the Nature 
Center merged with the Audubon Institute (which 
operates the Audubon Zoo, Aquarium of the Americas, 
Audubon Institute Center for Research of Endangered 
Species, and more), EHVlRODecisions shifted to its new 
Office of Environmental Policy. 

Loyola University's Center for Environmental 
Communications (LUCEC) (a program within Loyola's 
Department of Communications) is the new home of this 
newsletter. LUCEC's purpose is to educate practicing and 
future journalists about environmental coverage, to foster 
better environmental communicat ion among 
stakeholders within the Greater New Orleans 
community, and to nationally discuss Louisiana's 

environmentally challenging and opportunistic heritage. 
The format is the same in that we want to challenge 

some rather anchored notions about the environment, 
while clarifying confusing, often conflicting information. 
There is ample opportunity for you, the audience, to 
submit your thoughts to these pages. 

And who is that audience? In addition to the 1200 
nature centers who received it in the past, 
EtAW{RODecisions is mailed to many environmental 
journalists, the education departments for most zoos 
and aquaria in the U.S., and lots of other folks who are 
interested in environmental communications. 

The theme remains the same-to explore the whole 
story of environmentally important issues and to 
provide interesting, thoughtful op/ed pieces that 
stimulate discussion. Along the way, we'll keep you 
informed of LUCEC activities and those of our 
colleagues around the world. 

Let us hear from you. We value your opinion. 

What Shintech should have done 
by Robert A. Thomas, Ph.D. 

Throughout the country, but 
especially in Louisiana, the an
nouncement of the siting of a new 
chemical plant is greeted with ex
citement in the economic sector and 
with grave concern by the environ
mental community. The former 
have great expectations about jobs, 
taxes, and an improved economic 
climate. The latter have deep con
cerns about a new battery of pol
lution issues, and they and the 
citizens living where the plant 
intends to locate don't buy the 
"jobs and taxes" refrain. 

Logically, the large facilities are 
typically sited in rural areas where 
education levels are low. The chemi
cal industry is very high tech, and it 

just doesn't hire poorly educated 
people. Almost all chemical plant 
employees are imported, so locals 
don't get jobs. These new employ
ees typically live away from the 
plants, so they spend little of their 
income in the nearby areas. Louisi
ana gives multi-year tax exemptions 
to entice industry to locate in the 
state, so for some time there is no
where near the tax impact that the 
huge budgets suggest. This deprives 
boards of education of tax revenues, 
so education does not improve. 

On top of these issues is placed 
an overlay of environmental racism 
(a harsher construct of environmen
tal justice)-the notion that there is 
racist intent in siting the plant in a 
place that disproportionately im

pacts the lives of minorities. Such 
accusations are extremely confron
tational, and always elicit a variety 
of emotional responses. 

Under these conditions, discus
sion is volatile and every segment 
argues its agenda. Government and 
industry want the plant for eco
nomic development (assuming con
fidently that the present regulatory 
climate protects the citizens), most 
environmentalists don't want the 
plant because of possible pollution 
and environmental racism, some en
vironmental groups just want to use 
the situation to fight for their own 
agendas, some local groups of con
cerned citizens fear health issues, 
and other locals just don't want a 
continued on page 2 
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August-December 1999: First Institute 
of Environmental Communications. The 

Institute will feature speakers from around the 

country and will focus on issues of both regional 

and national importance. For more information, 

visit the LUCEC website at www.loyno.edu/lucec 

September 16-19 1999: Society of 
Environmental Joumalists 9th Annual 

Conference- The SEJ holds its 9th Annual 

Workshop in Los Angeles, California at UCLA. For 

more information, visit the SEJ website at 

www.sej.org 

S p r i n g 1 9 9 9 : Environmental Joumaiism 

Workshop Series- Oil and Gas. This 

Environmental Joumaiism Workshop Series 

focuses on the oil and gas industries: what do they 

do, how do they use their resources. If you are a, 

joumalist who is interested in participating, please 

contact the LUCEC at lucec@loyno.edu 
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The 1999 Institute of 
Environmental 
Connmunications 

The Center for Environmental Communications is please to announce 
the participants in its first Institute of Environmental Communications 
(lEC). The Institute of Environmental Communications (lEC) brings 
together a diverse group of citizens (environmentalists, scientists, 
joumalists, industrialists. Brown Field community people, politicians, 
govemment employees, teachers, business persons, and the like) for 14-
20 evening sessions to discuss issues of vital environmental importance 
to the region and nation. The Fellows Program is modeled after the 
highly regarded Institute of Politics that has been offered by Loyola 
University for 28 years. The 1999 participants are: 

Catherine Blades, Bill Bozzo, Gerard Braud, Walt Burgoyne, Linda 
Calvert, John Carriere, Eric Claville, Robert Contois, Michael Crago, 
Micah Crochet, Kristine David, iUark Davis, Angelique DeLonde, 
Dianne Dugas, Phillip Ellender, George Frierson, Joye Gordon, 
Harold Green, Ben Johnson, Allen Kirkley, Subhash Kulkarni, Mary 
LeBlanc, Loretta Brehm, Darryl Malek-Wiley, Christine Manalla, Jean 
May-Brett, Julia McSherry, Bettsie Miller, Robert Moreau, Sara 
Pagones, Robert Rogers, Roy Rogge, Jeff Simon, Jerry Speir, Michele 
Soho, Tia Williams, Michael Wascom, Marnie Winter, Maura Wood. 
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