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Creating perspective 
by Debra A. Schwartz 

One day in a discussion, I found 
myself faced with this question: 

"Do you sometimes find it difficult 
to discern the truth?" 

For part of the discussion, we 
pondered what the search for truth 
is about. I said the quest is for 
freedom from fear and ignorance. I 
also agreed it is important to 
distinguish between truth and mere 
factual accuracy. Factual accuracy 
can be the result of partial 
knowledge or, potentially, a 
deliberate deception. 

Context carves a path to the 
truth. That is why it is so important. 
In showing good judgment and 
understanding of truth, it reigns 
supreme. Context shapes our 
perceptions by providing color, 
texture and reference points from 
which to discern truth. Its role in 
communication is to provide a 
framework, a kind of looking glass 
in which truth may be found. 

Truth is omnipresent. It is 
always there, although it may not 
be evident. Since facts are subject to 
interpretation, when they are 
reported out of context we commit 
the sin of omission. That blows our 
credibility because it distorts the 
facts. 

Take the case of a professor at 
Harvard Law School and a public 
policy professor at Duke University 
who teamed to study the role 
political clout plays in influencing 
cleanup decisions at Superfund sites. 

They concluded that political 
clout rather than the number of 
cases of cancer avoided determined 
the level of cleanup at Superfund 
sites. A closer look at their study 
revealed three problems. First, the 

original data used as the basis for 
their conclusion was outdated. 
Second, the study was not based on 
validated assumptions. Third, the 
researchers did not account for 
ecological benefits or reductions in 
the number of non-cancer ailments 
reported. 

In this case, the authors 
marshaled facts to come up with 
conclusions based on selective mere 
factual accuracy. To help discern 
truth, I offer a few useful 
definitions provided by author 
Marsha D. HoUiday. 

Human truth is based on the best 
facts as we perceive them now. 

Values differ from truth. 
Whereas truth is what is, values are 
what one thinks ought to be: what 
one strives to make real. 

Beliefs differ from both truth 
and values. Beliefs are the 
confidence and convictions one has 
about what is and what ought to 
be—about truth and values. 

Those are the components of 
context. It is human nature to seek 
a unified meaning. As journalists 
and researchers, we are the 
gatherers. It is our responsibihty to 
provide context. That is our ethical 
burden. Context gives words their 
potency and weight. When we 
don't provide accurate context, we 
abuse our power. 

On the subject of facts, I offer 
this: facts, truth, values and beUefs 
are intertwined. We can't know 
everything, but we can endeavor to 
provide context. To the best of our 
ability. Beyond that, we are open 
to scrutiny. 

Debra Schwarz is a freelance reporter 
from Chicago 

Initial 
lECa 
success 
by Robert A. Thomas 

The inaugural class of the Institute 
for Environmental Communications 
(lEC) closed with 39 Fellows 
completing the program. The lEC, 
which wOl be held each fall semester, 
is a multi-week program hosting guest 
speakers, an impressive group of 
environmental stakeholders, and 
plenty of spirited discussion. The 
Fellows are selected from the 
following groups: enwonmentahsts, 
scientists, joumahsts, industriaUsts, 
Brown Field community people, 
politicians, government employees, 
teachers, business persons, and the hke. 

Topics range from discussing 
environmental justice issues to 
urbanization and the petrochemical 
industry. Speakers are chosen whose 
experiences give them the depth of 
experience to address the concerns of 
a broad audience. 

The purpose of the lEC is to pro\'ide 
a forum for discussion of 
environmental issues among 
people who are either direcdy affected 
by the issues or have solutions for 
them within their power. 

The principal impediment to 
achieving workable, sustainable 
solutions to en\ironmental conflict is 
the lack of communication among 
people from diverse segments of 
society. The Fellows Program's 
working hypothesis is that if people 
who have different motivations meet 
and work together, they will come to 
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Much lobbying, litigation, and enforcement will be 
directed toward carbon compliance. 

A happy alternative is for industry to exhibit private-
sector leadership in solving the petro-problem. Leadership 
companies such as BP-Amoco and Dupont have shown 
that stockholders don' t leap like lemmings from 
companies that acknowledge the possibihty of global 
warming and carbon-regulation. Thanks to their adoption 
of a business strategy known as "eco-efficiency," these 
and other forward-looking companies are breaking trail 
toward a clean industrial economy. They are serving the 
marketplace of tomorrow, even as they profit from the 
marketplace of today. 

Unfortunately, many US companies are not yet 
convinced that the petro-habit is a dangerous addiction. 

Dr. Charles Reith is an Associate Professor and the Depart
ment Head for the Department of Renewable Resources at the 
University of Louisiana-Lafayette. 

ENVIROWara is an Op/Ed feature of ENVIRO/Jecraom. Readers 
are encouraged to submit either original articles or works 
written in response to a featured article. Readers may e-mail 
works to lucec@loyno.edu or mail them to the address given 
below. 

Inger Marit Kolstadbraten and 
Aaslaug Undheim, Norwegian 

environmental journalists, visited 
LUCEC during their trip to the U.S. 
to research endocrine disrupting 
hormones. Inger Marit shared her 
experiences covering the environment in Norway with 
environmental communications students at Loyola. Here 
the two are shown taking a few moments break to enjoy 
Mardi Gras. 
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Mike Anane, an environmental 
journalist from Ghana, visited 
LUCEC recently and spoke to 
classes in journalism, 
environmental philosophy, and 
global policy. Mike's discussions 

centered on environmental issues he faces in his home 
country and how he deals with associated political factors. 
He also toured a state-of-the-art sanitary landfill to prepare 
for current decisions being made in Ghana regarding waste 
disposal. Anane is shown here inspecting landfill lining. 
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